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walls of Ava, and Burmese garrisons, planted on the Upper
Chindwin, were unable to stop them. In 1749 Gharib Newaz
only just failed to take Ava.
The monarchy was doomed. Already, in 1740, the Mons
had proclaimed their independence and installed their own
king at Pegu. Elsewhere minlaungs were springing up and
dacoity was rife. By 1750 the situation had become so critical
that Mahadammayaza Dipati in despair sent envoys to Yunnan
begging for help. In April 1752 a Mon column forced its way
into Ava, burnt the city to the ground and deported the king and
the royal family as prisoners to Pegu.